Are you facing Tax Foreclosure?

The City of Syracuse may foreclose on any property within the city due to unpaid property taxes. A property becomes eligible for seizure when taxes that are two years old (eight quarters) or older remain unpaid.   When you are facing foreclosure you will receive a series of notices by mail from the Finance Department. The foreclosure process takes approximately six months, but the timeframe may vary.  
Avoiding Foreclosure

To avoid foreclosure, property owners may:

· Pay current overdue taxes and all outstanding liens in full;

· Pay the redemption amount;

· Apply to enter a tax trust agreement
To find out the exact amount of taxes owed for a property, determine the redemption amount, and determine eligibility for a tax trust agreement, property owners should contact the Finance Department at 448-8310 or visit the Office at 233 E. Washington Street, Room 122. 

Foreclosure Prevention Services and Assistance
If you own your home and wish to save your home, it is important to explore all of your options thoroughly. A foreclosure prevention counselor can help you understand your unique individual circumstances, your financial outlook, and any options available to you to avoid foreclosure. 
· Home HeadQuarters offers free, one-on-one foreclosure prevention counseling for property owners in Syracuse as well as classes and workshops for homeowners. Visit the Home HeadQuarters website to learn more at www.hochhq.org or call 474-1939. 

· If you live in the Southwest area of Syracuse, foreclosure prevention services are also provided by Jubilee Homes, Inc. Visit www.jubilee-homes.com or 428-0070. 
· The Department of Neighborhood and Business Development is also available to discuss your unique situation and foreclosure timeframe. Contact Mary Margaret O’Hara at 448-8185 or mohara@syrgov.net.  

If you are unable to keep your home

If you are unable to pay your taxes to avoid the foreclosure, there are still options available to you. There may be an opportunity for you to rent the property back from the land bank on a month-to-month basis if it is in habitable condition and if you are willing to enter into a lease agreement. If this is not possible, Catholic Charities offers relocation assistance to those whose homes are foreclosed on. 
